Tales Newly Told by Kondratiev, Alexei
Volume 13 
Number 3 Article 3 
4-15-1987 
Tales Newly Told 
Alexei Kondratiev 
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore 
 Part of the Children's and Young Adult Literature Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kondratiev, Alexei (1987) "Tales Newly Told," Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles 
Williams, and Mythopoeic Literature: Vol. 13 : No. 3 , Article 3. 
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol13/iss3/3 
This Column is brought to you for free and open access 
by the Mythopoeic Society at SWOSU Digital Commons. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Mythlore: A Journal of 
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and 
Mythopoeic Literature by an authorized editor of SWOSU 
Digital Commons. An ADA compliant document is 
available upon request. For more information, please 
contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu. 
To join the Mythopoeic Society go to: 
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm 
Mythcon 51: A VIRTUAL “HALFLING” MYTHCON 
July 31 - August 1, 2021 (Saturday and Sunday) 
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-51.htm 
Mythcon 52: The Mythic, the Fantastic, and the Alien 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; July 29 - August 1, 2022 
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-52.htm 
This column is available in Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and Mythopoeic 
Literature: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol13/iss3/3 
P a g e  6 M Y T H L O R E  4 9 :  S p r in g  1 9 8 7
T ales N ew ly T old
A C olum n by A lexei K ondratiev
Now t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  f a n t a s y  —  a s  e n c o u ra g e d  
by i t s  p u b l i s h e r s  —  h a s  come t o  d ep en d  m ore and m ore 
on  fo r m u la e ,  and  t o  becom e c o m p a r tm e n ta l iz e d  in  
d i s c r e t e  s u b g e n r e s ,  a d o p t in g  p r e d i c t a b l e  s t y l e s  t o  
e n t e r t a i n  w e l l - d e f in e d  a u d ie n c e s ,  i t  i s  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  
s e e  some w r i t e r s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  s e r v e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
m y th o p o e ic  p u rp o s e  o f  f a n t a s y  l i t e r a t u r e :  t o  t r a n s f o r m  
t h e  r e a d e r ' s  w o r ld ,  t o  u n c o v e r  l i f e - g i v i n g  t r u t h s ,  t o  
i l l u m i n a t e  th r o u g h  im a g in a t io n .  I t  i s  so m e th in g  o f  a 
p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  when su c h  a  t a l e n t  i s  r e v e a le d  i n  a 
w r i t e r  l i k e  G reg  B e a r ,  who i s  b e s t  known f o r  h i s  
s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  ( th o u g h  p e rh a p s  n o t  so  s u r p r i s i n g ,  i f  
one  t h i n k s  o f  t h e  s t r o n g l y  m y th o p o e ic  sw eep o f  b o oks 
l i k e  B lood  M usic  and E on) . The I n f i n i t y  C o n c e r to  
( B e r k le y ,  19 8 5 ) b eg an  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  i s  now c o n c lu d e d  
in  The S e r p e n t  Mage ( B e r k le y ,  1 9 8 6 ) .  I t  i s  h ig h  
f a n t a s y  o f  t h e  m o st a m b i t io u s ,  m o st r e w a r d in g  s o r t .  To 
sa y  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  w i th o u t  f la w s  i s  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  a s  
a  d i s p a r a g i n g  com m ent. Such s t o r y t e l l i n g  c a r r i e s  
i n e v i t a b l e  r i s k s ,  and  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  s e e  i t  a t t e m p te d  
w ith  p a r t i a l  s u c c e s s  th a n  n o t  t o  s e e  i t  d one  a t  a l l .
The s t o r y  r e s t s  on  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  G n o s t i c -  
i n s p i r e d  m y th o s : a f t e r  a  p r im o r d ia l  "w ar i n  H eaven" 
one  a n g e l i c  r a c e ,  t h e  S id h e  h a v e  o v erco m e a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  r a c e s  and  im p r is o n e d  them  i n  a n im a l  b o d ie s  
d e v o id  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  O n ly  hum ans m anage t o  e v o lv e  
b ack  t o  s e n t i e n c e  a n d ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  h a v e  l o s t  th e  
p r im a ry  c r e a t i v e  po w ers o f  t h e i r  fo rm e r  g o d l ik e  s t a t e ,  
a r e  g r a d u a l ly  d e v e lo p in g  s i m i l i a r  p o w ers  th r o u g h  th e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  im a g in a t io n  i n  a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
p o e t r y  and  m u s ic .  The S id h e  come t o  f e a r  t h i s  g ro w in g  
c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e i r  su p rem acy  and do e v e r y t h in g  th e y  
c an  t o  im pede  i t ,  s n a t c h i n g  away p ro m is in g  human 
a r t i s t s  b e f o r e  th e y  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  f u l l  c r e a t i v e  
p o t e n t i a l ,  o r  o th e r w is e  a b o r t i n g  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  
F i n a l l y ,  th r o u g h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a  s u r v i v i n g  w iz a rd  
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  d e p o se d  r a c e s ,  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  
becom es M ic h a e l P e r r i n ,  a  C a l i f o r n i a  t e e n a g e r .
A r t i s t i c a l l y  g i f t e d  an d  s o c i a l l y  p r i v i l e g e d ,  
M ic h a e l i s  a  s p o i l e d  A m erican  k id  who h a s  n e v e r  b een  
f a c e d  wi t h  an y  s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e .  I t  i s  p a r t l y  h i s  
ig n o r a n c e  and  i n e x p e r ie n c e  —  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  g e n u in e ly  
R o m an tic  q u a l i t i e s  —  t h a t  make h im  t a k e  t h e  ro a d  t h a t  
l e a d s  t o  F a e r i e .  The w o rld  o f  t h e  S id h e  i s  no 
s t e r e o t y p e d  f a i r y l a n d  b u t  a n  e le m e n ta l  p l a c e  o f  v i v id  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  by t u r n s  l u s h  and b l e a k ,  h o r r i b l e  and  
s u b l im e .  At f i r s t  M ic h e a l r e a c t s  t o  i t  w i th  a d o le s c e n t  
d e f i a n c e ,  and  m akes t i r e s o m e  m is t a k e s .  B u t when th e  
B reed  ( h a lf - h u m a n ,  h a l f - S i d h e )  g i r l  E le u th  s a c r i f i c e s  
h e r  l i f e  f o r  h im , a l th o u g h  sh e  h a s  no im m o r ta l  s o u l  
and  no hope  o f  a n  a f t e r l i f e ,  h e  i s  f o r c e d  i n t o  an  
a d u l t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  He th e n  
becom es an  a c t i v e  p l a y e r  an d  l e n d s  h i s  w e ig h t  t o  t h e  
co m p lex  o f  f o r c e s  t h a t  i s  b r i n g in g  a b o u t  t h e  d o w n fa l l  
o f  t h e  S id h e .  The " p e r s o n  fro m  P o r lo c k "  who th w a r te d  
C o l e r i d g e 's  c o m p le t io n  o f  "K u b la  K han" i s  a  l e a d i n g  
f i g u r e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  f o l lo w .
T h is  i s  t h e  m ost I n k l i n g s - l i k e  f a n t a s y  i n  y e a r s ,  
b o th  i n  i t s  th em e  and  i n  i t s  t e c h n i q u e .  I n s t e a d  o f  
p lu n g in g  u s  a l l  a t  o n c e  i n t o  h i s  s u b c r e a t e d  w o r ld ,  t h e  
a u th o r  i n t r o d u c e s  i t  by d e g r e e s ,  a l l o w in g  e a c h  
s u c c e s s i v e  im age  t o  d i s p l a y  i t s  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  
a r c h e ty p a l  r e s o n a n c e ,  s o  t h a t  by t h e  t im e  t h e  w h o le
s t r u c t u r e  i s  r e v e a le d  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  s e n s e  o f  w onder h a s  
b een  f u l l y  a w ak e n e d . T he c h a r a c t e r s  f a c e  e x i s t e n t i a l  
d ilem m as t h a t  a r e  p ro fo u n d  and  r e a l ,  n o t  r e l e v a n t  o n ly  
t o  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  s t o r y .
I n  T he S e r p e n t  Mage M ic h a e l h a s  r e tu r n e d  to  
E a r t h .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  h a v e  p a s s e d  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e , so  he  
c a n n o t  d i s m is s  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  " d re a m " , a r  e v en  
e x p la i n  h im s e l f  t o  h i s  p a r e n t s  w i th  a n  e a s y  l i e .  
C o u r a g e o u s ly ,  h e  o p t s  t o  re m a in  s i l e n t  u n t i l  h e  c a n  
t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  —  s i n c e  t h e  v e ry  m y th ic  s t r u c t u r e  e f  
t h e  s t o r y  h e  i s  c a u g h t  i n  m akes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  r o l e  
i s  n o t  y e t  e n d e d .  B u t i n  t h e  m ean tim e  h e  m ust s e e k  t o  
a d a p t  t o  " n o rm a l"  l i f e ,  an d  h e r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  
a w e - i n s p i r i n g  v i s i o n s  o f  F a e r i e ,  t h e  m undane s e t t i n g  
becom es j a r r i n g ,  and t h e  p l o t  l o s e s  i t s  f o c u s .  T h e re  
i s  much f r a n t i c  t y in g - u p  o f  l o o s e  e n d s  (som e o f  w h ich  
o b s t i n a t e l y  re m a in  l o o s e ) ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  n a r r a t i v e  
g ro u n d  i s  c o v e re d  i n  a  h u r r y  w i th o u t  an y  s u s t a i n e d  
e f f o r t  t o  e n g a g e  t h e  r e a d e r ’ s  im a g in a t io n  a s  b e f o r e ,  
an d  t h e  s t o r y  f a l t e r s  —  b u t  n o t  f o r  l o n g .  As th e  
w o r ld  o f  t h e  S id h e  c ru m b le s  an d  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  
f o r c e d  i n t o  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i th  human r e a l i t y ,  
M ic h a e l e m e rg e s  a s  t h e  b r i d g e  b e tw ee n  th e  two o r d e r s  
o f  C r e a t i o n ,  t h e  r e s t o r e r  o f  a n c i e n t  u n i t i e s .  The 
m y th ic  d im e n s io n  r e a s s e r t s  i t s e l f ,  and  t h e  s t o r y  com es 
t o  a  g ra n d  f i n a l e  w h ic h , f o r  a l l  i t s  a m b i g u i t i e s ,  i s  a  
k in d  o f  e u c a t a s t r o p h e :  t h e  pow er o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  t o  
t r a n s f o r m  i t s e l f  h a s  b e en  r e - a f f i r m e d ,  we lo o k  o u t  on 
a  w o r ld  t h a t  i s  no  l o n g e r  " t h e  f i e l d s  we kn o w ".
G ene W o l f e 's  g i f t  a s  a  v e r b a l  c r a f t s m a n  h a s  b een  
r e c o g n iz e d  f o r  many y e a r s ,  and  h i s  m y th o p o e ic  t a l e n t  
w as s p e c t a c u l a r l y  d e m o n s ta te d  i n  The Book o f  t h e  New 
S u n . W ith  S o l d i e r  o f  t h e  M is t  ( T o r ,  19 8 6 ) h e  h a s  
em b ark ed  upo n  a  new l a r g e - s c a l e  h i g h - f a n t a s y  p r o j e c t ,  
s e t  i n  a n c i e n t  G re e c e  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  X e rx e s ' c a m p a ig n , 
and  f e ig n e d  t o  b e  t h e  t r a n s l a t o n  o f  a n  a r c h a i c  L a t i n  
t e x t  fo u n d  w r i t t e n  i n  l e a d  p e n c i l  on a  s e r i e s  o f  
p a p y ru s  s c r o l l s .  The n a r r a t o r ,  who knows h im s e l f  o n ly  
a s  " L a t r o " ,  h a s  l o s t  h i s  memory i n  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  he  
c a n  no  l o n g e r  r e c a l l  ( th o u g h  l a t e r  e v id e n c e  m akes i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  w as a  Roman m e rc e n e ry  f i g h t i n g  on th e  
P e r s i a n  s i d e ) .  A lth o u g h  h e  r e t a i n s  v i v i d  m em o ries  o f  
h i s  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d ,  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  f a d e  fro m  h i s  m ind 
i n  l e s s  t h a n  a  d a y 's  t im e ,  so  t h a t  h e  i s  f o r c e d  t o  
k e e p  a  j o u r n a l  t o  s t a y  a w are  o f  who h e  i s  an d  who th e  
p e o p le  a ro u n d  him  a r e .  S o m etim es h e  f o r g e t s  t o  w r i t e ,  
an d  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  a  g ap  i n  t h e  p l o t ,  b o th  f o r  t h e  
r e a d e r  an d  f o r  h i m s e l f .  L ik e  S e v e r i a n ,  t h e  h e r o  o f  The 
Book o f  t h e  New S u n . L a t r o  s e n s e s  t h a t  h e  i s  a  pawn i n  
a  l a r g e r  sc h e m e . B u t u n l i k e  S e v e r ia n ,  who h ad  t o t a l  
r e c a l l  and c o u ld  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  e v id e n c e  fro m  a n  o c e a n  
o f  d e t a i l s .  L a t r o  h a s  o n ly  h i s  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d  t o  
p r o v id e  him  w i th  k n o w led g e  o f  h i s  own p a s t :  h e  c an  
o n ly  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  h e  c h o o s e s  t o  r e c o r d  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  o n e s ,  f o r  n o th in g  e l s e  w i l l  r e m a in .  B ut 
t h e  m o st f a s c i n a t i n g  b y - p r o d u c t  o f  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  
h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e e  and  c o n v e r s e  w i th  g o d s  a n d  o t h e r  
s u p e r n a t u r a l  b e in g s .  T h is  f a c u l t y  k i n d l e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  h e  m e e t s ,  an d  g a in s  some 
r e g a r d  f o r  h i m s e l f  and  h i s  c o m p a n io n s  (o n e  o f  h i s  
c o m p a n io n s  i s  t h e  p o e t  P i n d a r ;  l e s s  s a v o u ry  c o m p an io n s  
i n c l u d e  a  l a m ia  and  som e S c y th ia n  w e r e w o lv e s ) .  A long 
t h e  way we a r e  d i s c r e e t l y  made t o  r e f l e c t  on  th e
C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  32
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and a g a in :
B a rg an ax  and  L e s s in h a m . . .now  fa c e d  one 
a n o th e r  a s  i f ,  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  company a b o u t 
them  th e y  s to o d  a lo n e ,  and  a  t h i r d  
p r e s i d i n g :  a  t h i r d  p e r c e iv e d  by them  a lo n e ;  
and  s c a r c e l y ,  in d e e d ,  t o  be  named a  t h i r d ,  
a s  b e in g  p r e s e n t  s t r a n g e l y  t o  t h e  Duke in  
t h e  p e rs o n  o f  L e s s in g h a m , and t o  L ess in g h am  
i n  t h e  D uke. [1 4 ]
The m y s te r io u s  t h i r d  p re s e n c e  f o r  e ac h  man i s  h i s  
m i s t r e s s —  f o r  B a rg an a x  F i o r i n d a  and f o r  L ess in g h am  
A n tio p e .  E ach p e r c e iv e s  i n  h i s  m ale  o p p o n e n t a  
f e m in in e  " o t h e r . "  T h is  i s  E d d is o n 's  ack n o w led g em en t 
and r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p re s e n c e  and  pow er o f  t h e  
f e m in in e  w i t h in  t h e  m a s c u l in e .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  
r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  E d d iso n  i s  n o t  s a y in g  m ale  and  fe m a le  
a r e  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ,  b u t  t r y i n g  t o  show t h a t  sam en ess  
i n  d i f f e r e n c e  w h ich  m akes them  s e p a r a t e  and  th e  sam e 
t im e  d raw s them  t o g e t h e r .
T h is  ro u n d  d a n ce  o f  s e l f  w i th  o t h e r ,  and
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  n eed  o f  t h e  m a s c u l in e  t o  r e c o g n iz e  
i t s  f e m in in e  s e l f ,  i s  b o th  t h e  medium and th e  m essag e  
o f  E d d is o n 's  w o rk . P s y c h o l o g i c a l ly  i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
th e  in te r w e a v in g s  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  
A r t i s t i c a l l y  i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  two w o r ld s  o f  E a r th  and  Z im ia m v ia . T e c h n ic a l ly  
i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s i l k e n  e a s e  w i th  w h ich  
( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  F i s h  D in n e r ) E d d is o n 's  p r o s e  m oves 
t h e  r e a d e r  from  one w o r ld  t o  a n o th e r  and b ack  a g a in  
w ith  s c a r c e l y  a  p e r c e p t i b l e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  a s  i f  t o  sa y  
"You c an  o n ly  know i t  th r o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  
th r o u g h  them  you m ust r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  i t  i s  o n e  and th e  
sam e.
What t h i s  a l l  com es down t o  i s  t h e  w e ll-k n o w n  
f a c t  t h a t  f a n t a s y  i s  a  m ost e f f e c t i v e  v e h i c l e  f o r  
co m m u n ica tio n g  i d e a s ,  be  th e y  p s y c h o l o g ic a l ,  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  o r  w h a t you w i l l .  F o r  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  
mode h a s  by i t s  n a tu r e  a  v i t a l i t y  and  a  v i v id n e s s  n o t  
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  e x p o s i to r y  p r o s e .  I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  
p o s s ib l e  t o  r e a d  and be i n s t r u c t e d  by J u n g 's  e s s a y s  on 
th e  a n im a . You w i l l  l e a r n  a  l o t .  B u t you w o n 't  s e e  i t  
o r  f e e l  i t  o r  be  i n  i t  a s  you w i l l  by g o in g  to  
Z im iam v ia  w ith  E d d is o n .  Or you c a n  r e a d  P l a t o  on th e  
unhappy  d i v i s i o n  o f  m a le  and  fe m a le  from  a  p r im a l  
u n i t y ,  and  l e a r n  how e a c h  h a l f  c o n t i n u a l l y  and 
i n s t i n c t i v e l y  s e e k s  t o  r e j o i n  i t s  o t h e r .  You w i l l  
p ro b a b ly  be  a b l e  t o  im a g in e  a  s o r t  o f  m ovab le  
g e o m e try —  tw o h a lv e s  o f  a  c i r c l e  r o l l i n g  aw kw ard ly  
a b o u t  and bum ping i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  a l l  t h e  w rong 
p l a c e s .  B u t you w o n 't  l e a r n  a n y th in g  a b o u t  l o v e .  Or 
h a t e .  B e t t e r  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  M ary o r  A n tio p e  th ro u g h  
L e s s in g h a m 's  e y e s ,  o r  s e e  F i o r i n d a  a s  B a rg an a x  s e e s  
h e r .  Or e v en  a s  C .S . L ew is saw  h e r .  You w i l l  s e e  
y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h a t ' s  w h a t f a n t a s y  i s  good 
f o r .
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